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SWIFT MT messages represent the operational foundation of international trade finance. Financial institutions
depend on these structured messages to issue documentary credits, process amendments, examine documents,
execute payments, manage reimbursements, and handle documentary collections. They are far more than
technical formats; they are critical communication instruments that ensure accuracy, control, and efficiency across
cross-border banking operations.

This specialized course delivers a comprehensive and advanced understanding of SWIFT MT messages used in
trade finance, with particular emphasis on operational accuracy, technical structure, and compliance control. It also
connects SWIFT messaging practices with key international regulatory frameworks, including UCP 600, ISBP, URR
725, and URC 522. Participants will learn how to interpret messages precisely, understand their complete
operational flow, and effectively reduce the risks associated with trade finance communications.

By the end of this course, participants will be able to:

¢ Understand the structure of the SWIFT network and the format of MT messages used in trade finance.

¢ Analyze and interpret major documentary credit messages such as MT700, MT707, MT734, and MT754.

¢ Distinguish the role of each message across issuance, document examination, settlement, and
reimbursement stages.

¢ Understand the application of MT4xx messages in documentary collection operations.

¢ Minimize operational errors and compliance risks related to SWIFT messaging in trade finance.

e Overview of the SWIFT network and secure financial messaging system

¢ Message categories and interbank communication flows

¢ Differences between MT and MX messages in trade finance

¢ Detailed structure of MT messages Blocks 1-5

¢ Field formatting standards, validation rules, and common operational errors

e The role of SWIFT in documentary credits, guarantees, and collections

¢ The relationship between SWIFT operations and ICC rules UCP 600, ISBP, ISP98, URC 522
¢ End-to-end documentary credit message flow between banks

e Operational and compliance risks in trade finance messaging
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Day 3: Documentary Credit Issuance - MT700 Series

¢ Purpose and operational impact of MT700

e Explanation of key fields: applicant, beneficiary, amount, expiry date, and shipment details
¢ Availability, drawee, and required documents

¢ Additional conditions and compliance risk areas

Day 4: Amendments and Advising Messages

e MT707 - Amendment to a Documentary Credit

e MT710 - Advice of a Third Bankls Documentary Credit

e MT720 - Transfer of Documentary Credit / Advice of Amendment
e Operational risks resulting from frequent amendments

Day 5: Document Examination and Refusal Procedures

e UCP 600 Articles 14 and 160standards for examination
e MT734 - Advice of Refusal and its full structure

¢ Drafting discrepancies and regulatory timelines

¢ Handling compliant versus discrepant presentations

Day 6: Negotiation, Acceptance, and Payment Messages

MT752 - Authorization to Pay, Accept, or Negotiate

MT754 - Advice of Payment, Acceptance, or Negotiation
Operational differences between MT752 and MT754

Risk controls when effecting settlement against documents

Day 7: Reimbursement Operations - URR 725

* Role and responsibilities of the reimbursing bank
e MT742 - Reimbursement Claim

e MT756 - Advice of Reimbursement or Payment

¢ Linking reimbursement claims with settlement processes

Day 8: Documentary Collection Messages - MT4xx URC 522

Differences between documentary credits and documentary collections
Overview of the URC 522 framework

MT400 - Advice of Payment

MT410 - Acknowledgement

MT412 - Advice of Acceptance

MT420 - Tracer message

MT422 - Advice of Fate / Request for Instructions

Operational risks in collection messaging

Day 9: Acknowledgements, Free Format Messages, and Messaging Strategy

e MT730 - Acknowledgements and system confirmations
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MT799 - Free-format trade finance messages

* Appropriate use of MT799 and associated risks

¢ Avoiding duplicate, conflicting, or premature SWIFT messages
e Managing disputes, delays, and non-responses

e Linking all documentary credit messages from issuance to final settlement
e Complete reimbursement message flow and settlement linkage

e Integration between documentary credit and collection messages

e Common operational errors and best practices to prevent them

SWIFT MT messages in trade finance are not merely technical templates; they are essential tools for managing
operational and compliance risk. By attending this course, you will:

e Gain a clear understanding of the full messaging lifecycle, reducing operational mistakes
e Improve the quality and accuracy of documentary credit and collection processing

¢ Minimize disputes and delays caused by incomplete or incorrect messages

e Strengthen your professional expertise in international trade finance operations

By the end of this course, participants will possess a comprehensive and advanced understanding of SWIFT MT
messages used in trade finance. They will be able to interpret messages accurately, follow their complete
operational sequence, and apply best practices to manage messaging risk effectively. This expertise will directly
contribute to stronger operational control, reduced errors, and improved efficiency within trade finance operations.
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